
THE RAMBLERS  
SUTTON AND WANDLE VALLEY GROUP 

 

MINUTES OF THE 24th  ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING HELD  AT 2.00 PM  ON 17th NOVEMBER 2018 AT 

ST CHRISTOPHER’S HALL, CHEAM, SM3 8RS 
DRAFT 

 
Present:  Roger Sugden (Chairman) and 42 members on the attendance list.   
 

Apologies for absence:    
 
10 apologies received. 
 

Minutes of the  23rd Annual General Meeting held on 18th November 2017 
   
The unamended minutes were approved and accepted.  Proposed and seconded.  
.    
Matters arising from the minutes:   
 

None. 

 
Annual Report:     
 

The Annual Report on the Group’s activities was circulated.  Each officer provided information and statistics.   
 

Membership 
 

Pam Pearse stated our membership at the end of September totalled 502, including 65 new members and 10 

reinstated. 
 

Pam has responsibility under the new GDPR rules, for ensuring we comply with these new regulations. She thanked 

Mike Clement for his invaluable input. 
 

Walks Programmes  
 

The Group organised 339 events (excluding Dave’s Raves and the 2 coach trips to Oxford and Sandwich) possibly a 

record! 
 

51 of these were the Friday Health walks in Beddington Park of 1.5 miles, contributing an average attendance of 

44.64.  Roger stated that these are a good source of recruitment for the longer walks and events. 
 

It was agreed that drop-offs are working well and Roger will remind walk leaders to include where possible. 
  
Social 
 

18 social events took place during the year, an increase of one on last year. The events included visits to museums, 

cemeteries, houses, temples and synagogues. 
 
Our New Year’s lunch was again held at The Rubbing House attended by 54 people and well enjoyed. The Barn 

Dance was also successful with an attendance of 20. 
 

We had two coach trips during the year to Oxford and Sandwich also an HF holiday to the Isle of Wight. 
 

Monthly “Dave’s Raves” continue to attract an average of 20/24 people. 
 



Community 
 

Thanks were expressed to the leader (in his absence) for again organising members of our Group to join The London 

Blind Walkers this year. Applications are invited for new volunteers to lead the walk in future.        
 

Publicity 
 

Alison Dines thanked members who helped at the Carshalton Environmental Fair on the August Bank Holiday.  
 

Thanks were also extended to the members responsible for the distribution of postal programmes. 
 
Advertising posters for the Festival of Winter Walks were made available to be distributed at local venues. Ramblers 

leaflets and spare programmes were also offered. 
 

Volunteers were also invited to utilise social media and liaise with Alison to advertise events. 
 

It was suggested it would be helpful if we could ascertain what attracted new members to join our group. 
 

The Sutton and Wandle Valley Website 
 

We use the website hosting and support service provided by Ramblers Webs. Mike Clement stated they provide an 

excellent service and there have been no issues. 
 

In addition to normal software and content updating this year we have: 
 

-  introduced web caching to improve the website performance  
-  introduced a map of our planned walk start points 
-  provided a new resources page for our walk leaders including some suggested short walks and updated the walk                

 editing guide.  
  
Mike said it would be helpful if members could continue to send photographs of our activities (in small JPG format) 

as well as any suggestions for improving the website. 
 

Footpaths and Walking Environment 
 

Chris Carter informed us that there now appears to be no charge for walkers entering the Mayfield Lavender Field 

during a ramble.  
 
He is still awaiting confirmation of Sutton Council’s support, regarding Surrey’s Donate-a-Gate. We received an 

offer from a member to donate £300 to the Group from her late husband’s estate.  This would provide a fitting 

memorial. 
 

Member Liaison 
 

The Weekly News and Update is now always sent out by Mailchimp in order to comply with GDPR.  318 members 

receive this each week. 
 

The acceptance of the Annual Report was proposed and seconded. The meeting approved the acceptance. 
 

Approval of the Accounts to 30th September 2018 
 

The Accounts were circulated. 
 

Dave Flory reported that the balance at the end of the year was £2,648.53.   
 

Ramblers Holidays continue to contribute a significant amount, this year being £420.00. 
 
The adoption of the accounts was proposed and seconded. The meeting approved the adoption. 
 



Retention of Independent Examiner 
 

The Independent Examiner expressed his willingness to continue in office and was proposed and seconded, his 

appointment being approved by the meeting.  He was thanked for his work as Independent Examiner. 
 

Election of Officers 
 

Roger extended thanks on behalf of the Group, to Mike Clement on completion of four years.  He praised him for 

bringing us into the 21st century and presented him with a token of appreciation. Also Dave Flory and Jenny 

Kearney stood down after completion of tenure. 
 

Existing Members elected en bloc 
 

Chairman       Roger Sugden 
Treasurer       Dave Flory 
Membership       Pam Pearse 
Publicity       Alison Dines 
Footpaths       Chris Carter 
Member Liaison       Judy Dennis 
 

 

There being no other nominations for these posts, the election of these members of the committee was proposed and 

seconded and approved by the meeting. 
 

New Members elected individually 
 

Webmaster       Peter Bruce 
 

Proposed and seconded and approved by the meeting. 
 

Secretary       Susan B Davies  
 

Proposed and seconded and approved by the meeting.  
 

Social Secretary       Margret Clarke 
 

Proposed and seconded and approved by the meeting.   
    
Member        Jenny Kearney 
 

Proposed and seconded and approved by the meeting. 
 

Surrey Area Council Representatives 
 

Roger Sugden and Chris Carter 
 

Any Other Business 
 

Coach trips  
 

Oxford -  Roger offered apologies for the lack of co-ordination between the coach driver and walk leaders which led 

to a longer than planned journey. 
 

Sandwich – Successful trip. 
 

Saturday 27th April 2019 was agreed for the Avebury and Marlborough trip. We have offers to lead all three walks,  



 

Saturday 14th September 2019 was agreed for the Hythe, Kent trip. We also have offers to lead all three walks.  
  
Margret Clarke will be responsible for arranging the coach trips. 
 

There was a concern raised regarding members saving seats on the coach at the Sutton stop. Margret to address. 
 

Roger will attend the Surrey Area AGM in Farnham on the 9th February. 
 

Spare walks will be shared on the website to enable other leaders to utilise. 
 

It was suggested that when booking Ramblers Holidays as a group, all the members are mentioned, as opposed to 

just the leader, in order to gain maximum benefit for SWVR. 
 

There was a reminder issued to members, when car sharing, to ensure they bring adequate shoe protection. 
 

Roger agreed to revise “Important Notes to Ramblers” on the programme, to include the instruction not to feed or 

encourage animals when on Ramblers walks. 
 

Photographic calendars compiled by a member were displayed for sale. 
 

The raffle raised £92. 
 

 

The meeting closed at 3.10pm. 
 


